ANIMISM
smoothly with him and his, little heed need be paid to what the spirits did ; it was when he was worsted in the struggle that he felt himself in the clutches and at the mercy of powers which were other than, and above, nature. He would of course locate them wherever he found them active ; whether in animal, tree, cloud, or stone ; and would seek for ways of entering into some sort of relations with them, whereby they might be squared, and he might be advantaged. The invisible ones, long the objects of fear, as many remain to this day, became, in some cases, objects of reverence, but there persisted the sense of dependence which is expressed in the highest as in the lowest faiths. In the instinctive cry for help, there was the primitive prayer; in the magic and spell, a body of practices by which man sought to outwit, or compel to furtherance of his own ends, the dreaded powers ; and in the sacrifice the bribe to appease, or the offering to flatter them, or the attempt to enter into commensal relations with them. Sometimes man would use physical force, as did the Guaycurus of Paraguay, who believed that unusually heavy storms were attacks on them by the evil spirits, and who sallied forth brandishing their clubs and 50